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Reason for going into care: Parental Drug Abuse
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Personal Statement
At the age of three, I was removed from my family home because my parents were drug users and dealers who were later imprisoned. From that point, I was moved through several care facilities and frequently transitioned in and out of different placements.
When I was around eleven years old, I was placed with foster parents named Brian and Petrilla. I constantly felt tense and uneasy in their home, as we were often shouted at for reasons that were never explained. Their behaviour made me feel anxious and unwanted. Their sister would visit regularly, and the three of them would sit in the garden laughing at us and making cruel remarks about our appearance, which left us feeling humiliated and inferior.
I clearly remember one incident when my foster mother, Petrilla, struck my sister on the head with a brush, leaving her in tears. There was a distinct divide in the household. Our foster parents kept their own food locked away, insisting that it was too expensive for us. We were only given cheaper alternatives and were allowed to drink only water, never juice. We were never given home cooked meals, only microwave meals, which we made ourselves. 
Brian’s behaviour was deeply inappropriate and frightening. He would watch us while we undressed and was involved with another foster girl called Louise who was just fifteen years old at the time, while I was thirteen. He often collected us while under the influence of alcohol and would drive recklessly. He shouted at me frequently and had a terrible temper, often threatening to throw me out and leave me homeless. He would say things such as, “How do you know your mum will take you back? You’re just a little brat. The social worker won’t let you go back.”  This has always stayed with me and has affected me in my adult life. 
Today I suffer from anxiety and depression; I have trouble sleeping. I take anti-depressants. I have trouble building relationships. 

