Enclosed is a copy of the preliminary report on Andrew which gives an accurate
pioture of the bgy up until Jeptembor,

Since then the only notable changes are as follows:= Andrew seems to be
much cleser to Sarah now, and thay can often be seen together chatting and playing
games. Yo great emotion is seen on Androw's face at any time so it is diffienlt

8 or at least he tells us so. hen @ked
he was out playing with his pals most of
the time. Andrew appears to be drifting through the family situation almcst

liowever at thiés stage it is felt te be in his best interests to remain in
Reineach Mher for a periocd in order that ¢his re-introduction can be monitored,

Kerr Jweetin,
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ROINEACH MHOR ASSESSHENT CENTRE, DUNIEE

2nd September, 1980

Report for Children's Panel

Re: Andrew Jones d.0.bs 26412,69

Andrew was admitted to Noineach lMhor along with his sister, Sarah, on the
448480, under Section 15 of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968, The childrens
edmission to the unit followed a breakdown in the home situation, that uliimately
led to Miss Mill (mother) being admitted into Liff Hospital, where she was later
diagnosed as suffering from Schizophrenia,

The events leading to the childrens admission into care and the methods that
had to be employed, by both Police Officers and Social Workers to secure the
childrens safety, had obviously been a traumatic experience for thems On admission,
Andrevw appeared very subdued, bewildered and frightened, fle was very dirty
and unkempt, wearing his older sisters jeans, which were many sizes too large
for him, THowever, after a bath, a change of clothes and some explanation regard-
ing why he had to be removed from home, he appeared to settle reasonably well.

Of the three children, Andrew presents as being the most uncommunicative
and puarded about home and mother and appears somewhat more reluctant than his
gisters in accepting and trusting staff. Never the less, he has presented little
in the way of behavioural problems, although he does not always do things at the
first time of asking., When asked to complete tasks not to his liking, he will
openly display his lack of eanthusiasm, preferring to show any reseniment he may
feel, by funny looks, rather than verbal retort, Andrew tends to be rather demand—
ing, secking immediate satisfaction to any request he makes. Iowever, this is
not considered s serious problem and can be easily overcome by providing him with
clear, precise boundaries within which to function socially.

Although Andrew initially approached his peers with some caubtion, he is now
fully intregrated into the group and appears to relate best with those of his own
age, or in the small group situation. He participates in most activities but
tends tc show some preference for playing with smalltoys, His relationships within
the group are relatively good, although he has of late began %o impose his person=-
ality on the groupe On a number of occasiénsj, Andrew has been seen to instigate
trouble between himself and other children but this is not considered to be anything
other than normal behaviour for a boy his age.

Andrew has shown little concern and an apparent lack of affection for his two
sisters and has rarely asked about his mother. Although he appears to be the least
affected by his mothers disturbed behaviour, unlike his sisters, Andrew had a
number of interests that often took him outside the family home, with the result,
he had less contact with her,

Conclusion

During the periocd Andrew has resided at Rcineach lhor, he has presented as
what could be considered, a relatively normal boy. He has shown he is capable of
forming and sustaining relationships with other children and appears capable of
competing at an equal, if not superior level, with his peers. However, it has
become apparent, that without very clearly defined and precise boundaries, Andrew
has the potential to become a bully and could resort to anti-social behaviour if
his demands are not met., He therefore needs an environment that is both secure
and stable and one which contains a sufficient number of adults, who dould provide
the support, guidence and discipline necessary to ensure that he progressee
satisfactorily through his most formative years.

Recommendation /




Recommendation

Recent contact with Liff Hospital indicates that it could be some months
before Hiss Mill is considered well enough for discharge and even then may not
be able to provide adequately for her children's emotional and physical needs.
In the interim, it will be necessary to provide residertial accommodation for the
children,

As already stated, Andrew appears to be the least affected by his mother's
behaviour., lowever staff feel that in the relatively short period Andrew has
resided with us, it is possible that we may not as yet have seen any form of
behaviour that would suggest a degree of emotional disturbance.

It is therefore suggested, that in order to place Andrew in accommodation
appropriate to his needs, he be returned here for a further 21 days to allow
further investigation to be carried out and that during this period full Psychiatric
and Psychological Assessments be requested,

R. 3cott,
Care Asgistant

Pe Traynor,
Assistant Officer in Charge
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