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CENTRAL REGIONAL COUNGIL - SOCIAL WORK SERVICES 989 (2

BRODIE YOUTH CARE CENTRE - OUTREAGH :

Scott Dowell (14) 97& ul bt/ R Jﬁg) (74)
240

84 Roughlands Dr. (C . e
Carronshore: 24 / 3«/ 5 4

WAL LN , (A Y i

25) ¢ M 172
Family: o, 11%€4
I

Mum - Margaret 4&0 ( - 0)
Dad - Jock il - ,
Sister - Donna (16) J&&JUﬁj/ ,4,|ﬁ’
Subject - Scott (14) (9 /“

Brother - John (1)

Brother - Barry (7)

Sister - Carrie (4)
Brother - David (3 months)

During the week commencing 16.01.95 the Youth Care Centre were contacted
by Larbert Area Office to give consideration to offering, as a matter of
urgency, outreach facilities to Scott Dowell (and his family). It was
thought that a deterioration in the home situation, would result in the
parents requesting that Scott be received into the care of the local

authority.

An agreement was reached that David Houston (Care Officer) from the Youth
Care Centre would firstly make phone contact with Jock and Margaret, and
secondly arrange to meet with Scott (Sunday 22.01.95).

Buring our meeting with Scott we learned that he had been away from home
for a few days and had fraudulently gained a place at the Y.W.C.A. in
Grangemouth, only to be informed on by a friend's parent.

Scott also stated that he had been around his locality with older boys,
and although Scott was not involved in anything other than drinking, his
parents were concerned re the age difference between the boys and the
likely problems arising there from. A further disclosure from Scott was
that he had been excluded from Larbert High School on several occasions
for fighting with other pupils.

Following our initial contact with the family, David Houston and Dot
Mackie (Depute Manager) attended a case conference, the decisions taken

were:

1. Youth Care Centre to offer outreach (to suit shift patterns).

2. Youth Care Centre to offer telephone counselling, and staff response
(if practicable) with a proviso that a next working day visit may be
possible. '




contd.

3. The community care budget may allow for home help facility, and area
office to discuss this with the Dowell's bearing in mind the concerns
raised by Mrs. Dowell over a previous experience.

4. A meeting at Larbert High School, Tuesday 25.01.95 to reassess Scott’s
educational needs. :

5. Barbara Bennett, Educational Psychologist to, in conjunction with (4)
consider day wunit placement although acknowledges that there are no

places available in the short term.

6. Barnmardos I.T. Watling Lodge, Tamfourhill to await a referral but
would be available to offer a place to Scott in group work pro ject.

7. Scott not to be received into the care of the Local Authority before
next case conference of 06.03.95.

David Houston has had one more session with Scott on Monday 30.01.95 and
at same learned that:

a) Barbara Bennett, Educational Psychologist will offer Scott home
tuition.

b) Until a) is in motion, Scott to remain at home Monday to Friday
from 9 a.m. - 3.30 p.m. (The only outings during this time to

be with either parent).

David Houston has spoken with Sheila Woodburn, Social Worker both parents
and Scott regarding the possibility of a place being available on the
Youth Care Centre’'s Group Work Project in order for Scott to wean himself
from the "negative influences" of an older age group of boys/girls, and to
this end ask you to give this referral your consideration.

&M

David Houston
Residential Care Officer
SD-DH




CENTRAL REGIONAL COUNCIL - SOCIAL WORK SERVICES

BRODIE YOUTH CARE CENTRE - OUTREACH :

Scott Dowell (14)
84 Roughlands Dr.
Carronshore:

Family:

Mum - Margaret

Dad - Jock

Sister - Donna (l6)
Subject - Scott (14)
Brother - John (1)

Brother - Barry (7)

Sister - Carrie (4)
Brother - David (3 months)

During the week commencing 16.01.95 the Youth Care Centre were contacted
by Larbert Area Office to give consideration to offering, as a matter of
urgency, outreach facilities to Scott Dowell (and his family). It was
thought that a deterioration in the home situation, would result in the
parents requesting that Scott be received into the care of the local

authority,

An agreement was reached that David Houston (Care Officer) from the Youth
Care Centre would firstly make phone contact with Jock and Margaret, and
secondly arrange to meet with Scott (Sunday 22.01.95),

Buring our meeting with Scott we learned that he had been away from home
for a few days and had fraudulently gained a place at the Y.W.C.A. in
Grangemouth, only to be informed on by a friend‘'s parent.

Scott also stated that he had been around his locality with older boys,
and although Scott was not involved in anything other than drinking, his
parents were concerned re the age difference between the boys and the
likely problems arising there from, A further disclosure from Scott was
that he had been excluded from Larbert High School on several occasions
for fighting with other pupils.

Following our initial contact with the family, David Houston and Dot
Mackie (Depute Manager) attended a case conference, the decisions taken

were:

1. Youth Care Centre to offer outreach (to suit shift patterns).

2. Youth Care Centre to offer telephone counselling, and staff response
(1f practicable) with a proviso that a next working day visit may be
possible.
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CENTRAL REGIONAL COUNCIL - SOCTAL WORK SERVICES

BRODIE YOUTH CARE CENTRE - OUTREAGH :

Scott Dowell (14)
84 Roughlands Dr.
Carronshore:

Family:

Mum - Margaret

Dad - Jock

Sister - Donna (1l6)
Subject - Scott (14)
Brother - John (1)

Brother - Barry (7)

Sister - Carrie (4)
Brother - David (3 months)

During the week commencing 16.01.95 the Youth Care Centre were contacted
by Larbert Area Office to give consideration to offering, as a matter of
urgency, outreach facilities to Scott Dowell (and his family). It was
thought that a deterioration in the home situation, would result in the
parents requesting that Scott be received into the care of the local
authority,

Care Centre would firstly make phone contact with Jock and Margaret, and
secondly arrange to meet with Scott (Sunday 22.01.95),

Buring our meeting with Scott we learned that he had been away from home
for a few days and had fraudulently gained a place at the Y.W.C.A. in
Grangemouth, only to be informed on by a friend's parent.

Scott also stated that he had been around his locality with older boys,
and although Scott was not involved in anything other than drinking, his
parents were concerned re the age difference between the boys and the
likely problems arising there from. A further disclosure from Scott was
that he had been excluded from Larbert High School on several occasions
for fighting with other pupils.

Following our initial contact with the family, David Houston and Dot
Mackie (Depute Manager) attended 4 case conference, the decisions taken
were:

1. Youth Care Centre to offer outreach (to suit shift patterns).
2. Youth Care Centre to offer telephone counselling, and staff response

(if practicable) with 4 proviso that a next working day visit may be
possible.



contd.

3. The community care budget may allow for home help facility, and area
office to discuss this with the Dowell'’s bearing in mind the concerns
raised by Mrs. Dowell Over a previous experience.

4. A meeting at Larbert High School, Tuesday 25.01.95 to reassess Scott's
educational needs.

5. Barbara Bennett, Educational Psychologist to, in conjunction with (4)
consider day wunit placement although acknowledges that there are no
places available in the short term.

6. Barnardos I.T. Watling Lodge, Tamfourhill to await a referral but
would be available to offer a place to Scott in group work project.

7. Scott not to be received into the care of the Local Authority before
next case conference of 06.03.95.

David Houston has had one more session with Scott on Monday 30.01.95 and
at same learned that:

a) Barbara Bennett, Educational Psychologist will offer Scott home
tuition.

b) Until a) is in motion, Scott to remain at home Monday to Friday
from 9 a.m. - 3 30 p.m. (The only outings during this time to
be with either parent) .

David Houston hasg spoken with Sheila Woodburn, Social Worker both parents
and Scott regarding the possibility of g place being available on the
Youth Care Centre’s Group Work Project in order for Scott to wean himself
from the "negative influences" of an older age group of boys/girls, and to
this end ask you to give this referral your consideration.

7/ L~
David Houston

Residential Care Officer
SD-DH



CENTRAL REGIONAL COUNCIL - SOCIAL WORK SERVICE

STENHOUSEMUIR OFFICE

Minute of Case Discussion held in
Stenhousemuir Office, 130 King Street,
Stenhousemuir, on Monday 23rd January 1995

Name : SCOTT DOWELL
Date of Birth: 26.02.80
Home Address: 84 Roughlands Drive

CARRONSHORE, Falkirk.

Present: Mr. I. Kinsley Acting Team Manager - CHAIR
Mr. & Mrs. Dowell Parents
Scott Dowell Subject
Mr. L. Robertson Guidance Teacher, Larbert High School
Mrs. B. Bennett Educational Psychologist
Ms S. Woodburn Social Worker
Mrs. B. McCormack Family Aide
Ms D. Mackie Youth Care Centre
Mr. D. Houston Youth Care Centre
Mr. T. Haylor Barnardo’s I.T. Project

.........................

This meeting was convened following a request from Mr. & Mrs. Dowell that Scott
be received into care. Mr. Kinsley explained that Scott had previously spent
one brief period within care, viz. 9th December - 19th December 1994. That was
a voluntary reception into care following a particularly volatile incident
within the house. Scott was cared for within a foster placement and then
returned home.

The home situation over the past two weeks has been turbulent again. Scott was
missing for three days and his parents have felt unable to cope with him.

There then followed a lengthy discussion about a number of issues. Ultimately
the members of today’s case discussion agreed the following decisions:

a. Scott would not be received into care. Mr. & Mrs. Dowell no longer
wished this and Scott himself said he wants to remain at home.

b. A Youth Strategy Meeting will take place at Larbert High School on 24th
January 1995 to look at whether (1) Scott is able to cope with mainstream
Secondary Education, and (2) if not, to look at special education
options. Mrs. Bennett explained that if the 1latter conclusion was
reached then to find Scott a small group education place would take some
time. Therefore, interim ways of coping would require to be looked at.

c/




Minute of Case Discussion - SCOTT DOWELL - 23.01.95

2.

Mr. Houston, YCC, is able to provide individual time to Scott. Mr. &
Mrs. Dowell and Scott want this. This will give Scott and the family
respite and will be aimed at having a positive influence over
relationships and behaviour.

In addition to (c) above, Mr. Houston and Ms Woodburn, Social Worker, may
be able to work together with Mr. & Mrs. Dowell. This would be "Adult
Sessions" aimed initially at looking at Mr. & Mrs. Dowell’s approach to

parenting.

Papers referring Scott for Groupwork at I.T. are about to be submitted.
It is hoped Scott can be included soon within a weekly group.

Mr. Haylor, I.T. Project, also stated that if at some point in the future
family work is requested, then I.T. may also be able to help with this.

Home conditions were discussed. Provision of home help may be possible.
Mr. Kinsley stated that the Community Care Team may be able to help with
finance. Mrs. Dowell was not keen on this idea but this is to be further

discussed.

An "emergency response" service was discussed. Ms Mackie agreed to
discuss with her colleagues within the YCC whether they could respond at
times of particular crisis. This would be a support to EDT given that
Mr. & Mrs. Dowell often seek help from the EDT service. It was
acknowledged by everyone that if an outside adult could intervene in the
middle of family crises then often the situation would improve quickly.
Therefore, provision of an emergency service could play an important part
in preventing a breakdown in relationships and a reception into care.

Individual services to Mr. & Mrs. Dowell were discussed. Options of
Woman's Groups for Mrs. Dowell will be explored either through the I.T.
Project or other agencies.

A meeting to review these plans will be held on Monday, 6th March at
2.00 p.m. at Stenhousemuir Office.

Mr. Kinsley proposed that in the meantime Scott would not be received
into care on an emergency basis. If emergencies arise then these need to
be coped with by the family or by supports from professionals. Mr. &
Mrs. Dowell agreed they would not seek Scott’s admission to care in the
next six weeks, given the number of services which are now planned.

-

ASTING TEAM MANAGER
Stenhousemuir Office

24th January 1995.

IK/EA.




CENTRAL REGIONAL COUNCIL - SOCIAL WORK SERVICE

STENHOUSEMUIR OFFICE

Minute of Case Discussion held in
Stenhousemuir Sub-Office on Tuesday,
13th December 199%94.

Name : SCOTT DOWELL

Daie of Birth:

Address: 84 Roughlands Drive
CARRONSHORE, Falkirk.

Present: Mr. Ian Kinsley Acting Team Manager
Mrs. Barbara McCormack Family Aide
Mr., & Mrs. Dowell Parents
Mrs. L. Harley Teenage Foster Carer
Scott Dowell Subject

This case discussion was convened following Scot:t's reception into care on
Friday, 9th December 1994. This was a voluntary reception into care at the
request of his parents, and Scott has lived with Mrs. Harley in Camelon since

then.

Mr. Kinsley explained the purpcse ¢l tocay's mee:zing and stated this shou.d
focus on the events leading up to Scott’s recepticn into care, develcpments
since then, and, lastly, particularly focus on whe:zher Scott needed to -emain
in care or whether a return home was best.

Mrs. McCormack, Family Aide, began by explaining the seriousness of the
incident at the family home on 9th December. Scott had been excluded from
school (possibly for the sixth time), two of these previous exclusions being
during the present academic school year. Mr. & Mrs. Dowell were upset, Mr.
Dowell in particular being angry. The home situation was "highly charged".
When Scott returned from school there was a lot of anger, resulting in Scott
attacking his older sister Donna (16). Scott in fact claimed Donna threatened
him with a knife, but, in return, Donna states Scot:t did this to her. Mrs.
McCormack confirmed there was a large kitchen knifs in one of the bedrooms and
that both her and Ms Sheila Woodbura, social worker, were seriously concerned
that in the hostile atmosphere someone co:ld have been seriously hurt.

Mr. & Mrs. Dowell confirmed the above accouat.

The meeting agreed the situation was serious and was potentially very violent.
One family relative was contacted but he was unable to care for Scot:. Given
the lack of other alternatives, and that other options (e.g. EDT or Outreach

Work) would have been insufficient, it was decided o receive Scott inzo care.




Minute of Case Discussion ¢ SCOTT DOWELL : 13.12.94

2.

Discussion took place regarding other events leading up to that day. These

included school problems, Scot:’s parents’ concerns about the company he keeps,

Scott’'s attitude towards his younger brothers and sisters and also the
inconsistencies of Mr. and Mrs. Dowell. Mcs. McCormack highlighted the la:te-

point, stating the children genuinely did not know what house rules were, given

Mrs. Dowell’s lenient approach to discipline, and Mr. Dowell’'s more adamant
approach.

Mrs. Harley confirmed that Scott has settled within her home well, and is

relating to both her own son but also to another foster child. There have been
no significant problems over the weekend, although Mrs. Harley explained little

demands have been made upon Scott, given the circumstances of his reception
into care.

. Mr. & Mrs. Dowell were unhappy that on Saturday Scott was allowed to go out and
anin associated with boys they are trying to keep him apart from. It was
xplained that his parents’ wishes in thisg céspect had not been passecd onto
Mrs. Harley and that this situatior was thersfore unavoidable.

Mr. Kinsley asked Scot: for his views on diZferans issues. Scors cenfirmed his
school problems, tensions at heome zng the fact tha: he likes to spend a loz of
time with older boys aad couls net undersiand why his parents rafused this., I-
was acknowledged Scot: has no- Ye- come te the atienticn of the pelice, albei-
2is parents belief he Jay be on the perithery of trouble

Mrs. McCormack also explained -ha- Scott fa2ls Stiongly tha: Demna is mere
favourably treated than himselZ wizhin the house.,

The meeting then spent a lot of time discussing the options available for the
future. Mrs. Dowell in particular szid she wished Scott to return home as scen
as possible. It was generally agreed this was the direction tha- plans should
be made for Scott. However, how quickly this sheould happen was debated for
quite some time. Two proposals wers put forward: (a) Scott return home todav;
that we delay a return un:il th beginring of next week, giving time to :;y
8 effect some immediate changes iz Scott’s situation: €.g8. discuss with
Larbert High School and Mrs. Barbara Bennett, Educational Psychologist,
possibilities of special education, referral to I.T., possible home help
Support to Mrs. Dowell (she has been struggling since the birth of her sixth
child), but also more time spent with Mr. & Mrs, Dowell focusing on the
inconsistencies in their Parenting and the need for the children to be clearer

about the rules and expectations. On the latter point it was agreed a written
contract should be drawn up.

After a lot of discussion it was finally agreed that Scott should remain in
care for the next few days, but that it was now Planned he return to his
parents’ care on Monday, 19th December. The next few days will be spent
carrying out the above plans, and Mr. Kinsley also undertook to try and arrange
"Outreach Work" to help the family ocver the Christmas/New Year period. Mr.
Kinsley will also confirm with the Teenage Fostering Scheme that Scott's foster

placement remains oren until next week.

(3

Mr. Ian Kinsley

ACTING TEAM MANAGER
\Stenhousemuir Office. 1422 December 1994, IX/=A.
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