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ABBREVIATIONS USED IN BARNARDO’S RECORDS
ABO
Auxiliary Boarding Out

Abt

about

ACC

Adoption Case Committee
accmdt
accommodation

accpt
accepted

ack
acknowledgement/acknowledged
ad/admd
admission/admitted
add
address

AF
adoptive father

ag
again

AM
adoptive mother

amntg
amounting

Aps
adoptive parents

appln
application

apprnc
appearance

apprpt
appropriate

apprvd
approved

arrngts
arrangements

a.s.
after sailing

BB
Bank Book

bcs(e)
board clothing & school (education)
bd.ldg wshg+nec.
board, lodging, washing, clothes + necessaries

b.f.
black file (named for the colour of the file cover)
BGC
Boys Garden City

BHL
Barnardo’s Helpers League

BIW
born in wedlock

B.M.O.
Bank Money Order

b.o.
boarded out

BOBG
Barnardo’s Old Boys’ Guild

B.O.B.S.
Barnardo’s Old Boys’ Society

B.O.L.B.
Boarding Out Letters Book

B.O.M
Boarding Out Mother
BRB
Boys Record Book
bro
brother

b.s.
before sailing

BW
bed wetting
BWI
British West Indian
c
child
Cand.
Candidate
cc
Christmas card

CC
Canadian clauses

CCL
Chairman’s Christmas Letter

cd
could

cds
cards
CE
Church of England
CEO
Chief Executive Officer

Ch/ch & ss
church/church & Sunday school
Chdn/chn
children
chng
change

C.G.C.
Child Guidance Clinic

Cl.g/cl. sat
clothing good/satisfactory
Clo
cod liver oil

CLO&M
cod liver oil and malt

C of E
Church of England

c.m.o.
chief medical officer

cmpltd
completed

cmttee
committee

cnsdtn
consideration

cnvnt
convenient

c.o.
children’s officer

CO
Court Order
c/o C of S
care of Chief of Staff
crmss
circumstance/s
corr/crrspndc
correspondent/correspondence
cttee
committee
cw
case worker

DBH
Dr Barnardo’s Homes

db
double bed

dbtfl
doubtful

decsn
decision

def
definitely

dffclt/dffnt
difficult/different
Dis or Diss
Dissenters (Protestant Churches which are not C of E)

d.l.o.
dead letter office (letter undelivered)
dr
doctor

dscrtn
discretion

dw
doing well

ebo
evacuation boarding out

emp
employer

enc
enclosed

Eng./Eng. lt
England/English letter
eno
envelope

enqy
enquiry

EofD
End of Day
EP
Emigration Party
exes
expenses

fa
father

FAS
Family Assistance Scheme

FCS
Family Care Scheme/Support/Service
Fd
Friend
FD
Founder’s Day
f.f./f.m.
foster father/foster mother
FFI
freed from infection

FI
for information

fm
from

fos. mo/fp
foster mother/foster parents
fr/fro
from

frm
form or from

full agt with cc by mo
full agreement with Canada clauses signed by mother

fwd
forwarded

GA&R
General Admissions & Records
gd
good

gfa/gm/gp
grandfather/grandmother/grandparent
g.h.
good home

GH
Good Health
GM
Guild Messenger
GRB
Girls Record Book
GVH
Girls Village Home

Habits
toilet habits, refers to bed wetting

HMH
Her Majesty’s Hospital (Stepney)

hols
holidays

HP
handicapped pupils eg HP2, HP3 assessment forms

hr
hour

hrd
heard

ht
height

hwvr
however

infd
informed

infrmt
information

in g.h.d.w.
in good health doing well

inst
instant

int
intend

LB
Letters Book/Location Book

LDS
Latter Day Saints
LHLB
Leopold House Letters Book

lks
likes

locn.
location

l of a 
leave of absence

lt/ltr/s
letter/letter/s
m
married

m & b home
mother and baby home
mat.
Maternal
MCI
main card index

m.d.
mentally deficient

mf
moral fall

mgm/f
maternal grandmother/father
mgt
might

m.1.c.
married one child

m.n.
Merchant Navy
MNI
Ministry of National Insurance 
Mntc/mtce
maintenance

mo
mother

m.o.a./m.o.b.
makes own arrangements/makes own bargain
m.o.h.
medical officer of health

m.s.s.
ministry of social security

mths
months

mvd
moved

MWW
moral welfare worker
NAB
National Assistance Board

NAD
No abnormality detected

NC
Non-Conformist
N&D
Night and Day

nec
necessary

NFS
National Fire Service
o.b.
older brother

obt
obtained

OPD
Out Patient’s Department

O R
official receipt
p.a.c.
public assistance committee

P.A.I.
Public Assistance Institute (i.e. workhouse)

PAO
Public Assistance Officer

pat.
paternal

p.c.
postcard

pcl
parcel

PCM
Police Court Missionary (forerunner of Probation Service)

perm
permanent

PF
putative father
pgm/f
paternal grandmother/father
PLI
poor law institution

plsd
pleased

pm
pocket money

pm’d
postmarked

PMS
Princess Margaret School
PNA
Post nasal adenoids or pneumonia
pntg bk
painting book

POSB
Post Office Savings Book
PSTS
Parkstone Sea Training School

PUO
Pyrexia of unknown origin i.e. fever (on medical records)

put. fa
putative father

pymts
payments

qstn
question
QVH
Queen Victoria House
R
Report
rcd
received

RCNS
Russell Cotes Nautical School

rcnt
recent

reas
reasonable

recd/recd. an ack
received/received an acknowledgement
recpt/recs
receipt/receives
reg
regular

reqd
required

restn
restoration

retce
remittance

retd
returned

rmi
routine medical inspection

ro
relieving officer

rpts
reports

Ry.
railway

s.a.
same address
sa ab
same address as before
s.a.e.
stamped address envelope

s.a.g.
sleeping arrangements good

s.b.
second bedroom

SBO
Special Boarding Out

schl
school

s.e./s.g.
same employer/same guardian
sggst
suggest

shd
should

sis
sister

s.m.o.
school medical officer

s.s.
Sunday school

SSAFA
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association

SUR
Subject to Usual Requirements/Reservations/Negotiations
t.a.
tonsils & adenoids

tnkg/tnks
thanking/thanks
tog
together

trans
transferred

trvlng
travelling

U&D
Ups & Downs magazine

v.
visit
V.D.
visitor’s diary

VH
village homes

v.o.
visiting order/officer
V.R.
visitor’s report

vy
very

w.b.
wet bed

WBTS
William Baker Technical School

wd
would
WEBO
Wartime Evacuation Boarding Out
WNTS
Watts Naval Training School

WO
Welfare Officer

WO
Written off

WOP
Widows and Orphans pension

wt
weight

wth
with

Xian
Christian

y’day
yesterday

YEO/YEB
Youth Employment Office/Youth Employment Board
YHL
Young Helpers League
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